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Holley Groshek has taken on the 
leadership of our Humane Society, 
and we are delighted to have her as 
our director. 
She began the job in mid-March, 
taking responsibility for the follow-
ing aspects of the DBCHS: strategic 
direction, financial stability, commu-
nity relations, staffing, financial de-
velopment, volunteer staff training 
and recognition, program develop-
ment, and communications and 
technology systems. 
Though the DBCHS had an execu-
tive director many years ago, the 
board of directors and other volun-
teers have handled many of these 
duties in more recent years.  
Holley says the good reputation of 
the DBCHS led her to apply for the 
director’s position.  
“The success of the DBCHS is evi-
dent in the notable increase the 
shelter has achieved in the adop-
tion numbers over the past several 
years and the success of Happy 
Paws spay and neuter clinic which 
is having a positive impact on over-
breeding. The Mutts with Manners 
program is another notable 
achievement as training is key to 

successfully placing dogs in loving 
adoptive homes,” she says. 
Holley, who holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree from Binghamton Uni-
versity, has worked extensively with 
horses. She was Director of Equine 
Relations for the Alltech FEI 2010 
World Equestrian Games Founda-
tion, where she developed and mar-
keted the Equine Village. She 
serves on the board of the Ken-
tucky Equine Humane Center, a 
clearinghouse that seeks to find 
adoptive homes for many of Ken-
tucky's unwanted horses.  
She notes that working with cats 
and dogs parallels working with 
horses in an important way. 
“Through no fault of their own, they 
can end up homeless. Fortunately, 
when surrendered to good local 
shelters and given proper care and 
some training, homeless horses, 
dogs and cats do make wonderful 
pets or companion animals when 
placed in a loving forever home.” 
Holley takes care of animals from 
all three of those groups. At her 
Lexington home, she has three 
dogs — Nika, Gucci and Troika May 
(a three-legged dog named after 

the Russian Troika sleigh drawn by 
three horses astride) —, three cats 
— Tommy, Salem and Baby Girl —, 
and a retired race horse, Tink Fast. 
Nearly all of her pets were adopted 
or rescued. 
She says she is excited to be part 
of our humane society. 
“The success that DBCHS has 
achieved in the past few years 
would not have been possible with-
out the commitment of the Board of 
Directors, staff and the dedication 
of the wonderful DBCHS volunteers 
as well as the support of the local 
community. I am proud to be part of 
this team and I look forward to 
working toward the continued suc-
cess of the organization.” 
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Strut your Mutt and adopt one, too, at May 1 event  
The DBCHS will 
join Willow Creek 
Sanctuary and 
other animal res-
cues and shelters 
for a great adop-
tion event on May 
1, from 2-5 pm, at 
Millennium Park in 
Danville.    

“Strut Your Mutt,” organized by Wil-
low Creek, will include many 
adoptable pets, plus the following 
activities: Strut your Mutt  Dog Walk, 
a space where owners can let their 

dogs run and play, an agility field, 
free nail trimming, rabies clinic, craft 
items, hotdogs and drinks for sale, 
and a chance to feed the ducks.  
Playgrounds and sponsorship by 
Pro Plan® Rally to Rescue®.  This 
event is part of the North Shore Ani-
mals League's 17th Annu-
al Worldwide Pet Adopt-a-thon kick-
off weekend. We’ll see you there! 

See inside for info about 
the big adoption event 

coming up at PetSmart! 




